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Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation 

2020 Need and Assistance Fund Program Report 

 

The goal of HPCF’s Need and Assistance Fund is to provide improved means to stabilize families’ 

incomes through funding that meets the family’s most urgent needs. At a total direct cost of $1,796.90 

(not including the cost of administration), nineteen (19) individuals (including 6 military veterans and/or 

their spouses) receiving hospice or palliative care services and their families received funding that 

helped them in monumental ways, and produced the following outcomes: 

 

 One (1) family avoided having their utilities disconnected; and 

 one (1) family was ensured that their loved one’s funeral costs were adequately covered; and  

 seventeen (17) families received “small gifts” of $75 or less that were used to purchase gas, 

groceries, and/or items for their personal care. 

 

Funds were administered for the urgent needs of families throughout the state, including the 

following six (6) counties: 

 

 Anderson (3) 

 Beaufort (3) 

 Charleston (1) 

 Orangeburg (1) 

 Richland (2) 

 Spartanburg (9) 

 

Keeping in line with HPCF’s diversity policy, financial assistance was granted regardless of 

race, color, sex, religion, age or national origin and solely on the need of the individual/family. 

100% of families receiving utility or funeral assistance reside at or below the federal poverty 

limit, or had a significant financial setback that impeded their ability to meet critical needs. A 

breakdown of ethnicity for the individuals served by this program in 2020 is as follows: 

 

Ethnicity: 58% (11) Caucasian; 37% (7) African American; 5% (1) Other 

 

We define success by looking at the impact that the program has on the individual families we 

serve, and the awareness of hospice and palliative care issues raised in communities throughout 

the state. Professionals (physicians, social workers, etc.) that provided referrals to the Need and 

Assistance Fund Program obtained testimonials from families that were helped. These stories 

highlight how HPCF can help families bridge gaps in funding, and receive the support that is 

critical to improving their quality of life: 

 

“The Foundation purchased a weighted blanket for my patient who is wheelchair-bound. This 

blanket will assist in impeding the patient from sliding/falling from her wheelchair by giving the 

patient a sense of comfort/security.” 

– Hospice Social Worker, Spartanburg County  

 

“The patient is unable to spend additional funds on a pulse oximeter and this item is not 

provided by our hospice agency. The patient suffers from breathing issues and tries to keep a 

good read on his oxygen saturations throughout the day so that he can adjust his supplemental 

oxygen accordingly.”  – Hospice Social Worker, Anderson County 

 

“My patient’s home is in deplorable conditions. He recently received a hospital bed but had 

been sleeping on the floor for the past three years. The gift from the Foundation will help pay for 

cleaning supplies, linens, Ensure for nutritional supplementation.” – Hospice Social Worker, 

Anderson County 



Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation 

2020 Pediatric Care Program Report  

 

The Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation’s Pediatric Care Program was developed in response to the need for 

pediatric hospice and palliative care patients and their families to pay for critical unfunded expenses and improve 

their quality of life through memory making services, including professional photography and videography, 

fingerprint charms, iPads on loan during treatment, and small gifts that provide comfort and joy. In 2020, a holiday 

gift program was added to support families with children on hospice that experienced financial hardship due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. At a total direct program cost of $12,843, 161 children (including 7 children of U.S. veterans) 

receiving hospice or palliative care services and their families received funding that helped them in monumental 

ways, and produced the following outcomes*: 

 Four (4) families were provided with direct financial assistance for critical needs, including 

rent/mortgage payments and funeral expenses; 

 sixty (60) children were provided with holiday gifts; 

 forty-three (43) families received fingerprint charms; 

 fifty-three (53) families received small gifts that provided comfort and joy for their child receiving 

hospice services; and 

 one (1) child was provided an iPad on loan during his hospice treatment that helped facilitate 

communication and provided therapeutic and memory making opportunities. 
*some children received assistance through more than one component 

 

Funds were administered for the urgent needs of families throughout the state, including the following 32 counties: 

 Aiken 

 Bamberg 

 Barnwell 

 Beaufort 

 Berkeley 

 Charleston 

 Chester 

 Chesterfield 

 Clarendon 

 Colleton 

 Darlington 

 Dillon 

 Dorchester 

 Edgefield 

 Florence 

 Georgetown 

 Greenville 

 Greenwood 

 Horry 

 Jasper 

 Kershaw 

 Lancaster 

 Laurens 

 Lee 

 Lexington 

 Newberry 

 Orangeburg 

 Pickens 

 Richland 

 Saluda 

 Spartanburg 

 Sumter 

 

Keeping in line with HPCF’s diversity policy, financial assistance was granted regardless of race, color, sex, 

religion, age or national origin and solely on the need of the individual/family. 100% of families assisted with 

emergency funding reside at or below the federal poverty limit, or had a significant financial setback that impeded 

their ability to meet critical needs. A breakdown of ethnicity and gender for the pediatric patients served through this 

program in 2020 is as follows: 39% (63) African American; 38% (61) Caucasian; 11% (18) Other; 12% (19) 

Hispanic; 64% (103) Male; and 36 % (58) Female. 

 

We define success by looking at the impact that the program has on the individual families we serve, and the 

awareness of pediatric hospice and palliative care issues raised in communities throughout the state. Testimonials 

from referring professionals highlight how HPCF can help families bridge gaps in funding, and receive the support 

that is critical to improving their quality of life: 

 

“This little baby needs a heart transplant to survive but is not yet a candidate. This charm will bring such special 

memories of his first weeks at home.” 

 

“Thank you SO MUCH for helping make this happen! He is going to love this. He is nonverbal and frequently quite 

fussy. His Mom brought him to a park which had special needs swings.  He was so calm and SMILED!   I am so 

happy that we can help bring this calm and joy to his home.” – From Child Life Specialist whose patient received a 

special needs swing for home use 

 
“Jose has requested to have a traditional cultural holiday meal in order to feel a connection with family in Mexico 

who they cannot see at this time.” – From family who received a restaurant gift card for the holidays 

 



Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation 

2020 Camp Hands of Hope Program Report 

The goal of HPCF’s Bereavement Camp (Camp Hands of Hope) is to provide a weekend long camp for youth and 

their families who have experienced the loss of a loved one over the past 3 years. The global COVID-19 pandemic 

necessitated a change in format in 2020, resulting in the hosting of just one in-person camp in February, and one 

virtual camp in November. In total, 84 individuals benefited from our two bereavement camps in 2020. The 

following outcomes were measured at all camp sessions: 

 

● Each individual was provided with a grief journal and given instructions on how to work through the journal 

at home. 

● Participants that responded to the survey reported that:  

- they were given ample opportunity to connect with individuals/support they would not  have had 

access to outside of camp;  

- the weekend of camp meet their family’s needs by providing a safe caring environment for their 

child(ren) to grieve, make memories, and express their feelings;  

- they would recommend Camp Hands of Hope to others; and  

- they would rate their Camp Hands of Hope experience as satisfied or extremely satisfied. 

 

Individuals from 11 counties in South Carolina attended camp in 2020, including the following: 

 

 Aiken (7) 

 Anderson (2) 

 Berkeley (6) 

 Chester (3) 

 Dorchester (6) 

 Greenwood (7) 

 Horry (10) 

 Lexington (7) 

 Richland (16) 

 Spartanburg (2) 

 York (18) 

 

Camp families are accepted regardless of race, color, sex, religion, age or national origin and solely on the need of 

the individual/family. A breakdown of ethnicity and gender for the individuals served by this program in 2020 is as 

follows:  

 

 Ethnicity: 61% Caucasian; 39% African American; no other ethnicities were reported 

 Gender: 38% Male; 62% Female 

 Administrative Fee Waiver: Provided for 5 of 23 total families (22%) 

 

We define success by looking at the impact that the program has on the individual families we serve. We obtained 

these testimonials from families served during the 2020 calendar year. These stories highlight how HPCF helped 

youth and families along their grief journey: 

 

“I hope this is a program that continues for many years. When we lose a loved one, we automatically want to be 

there for our kids and families but truthfully don't know how. This camp hit all the right marks to help our families 

begin to heal.” – Ripley’s camp participant 

 

"My family was glad that we were able to participate and feel confident that we have more tools in our box to help 

us for what lies ahead for us.” – Virtual camp participant 

 

“Amazing volunteers - top notch. Good building. Best and most amazing experience so far this year ever!”                 

- Teen/Tween Camper 

 



Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation 

2020 Hospice and Palliative Care Education Program Report 

 

The Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation’s Hospice and Palliative Care Education Program 

was established in 2014 in response to the need for children, youth and their families to have 

access to grief management resources outside of Camp Hands of Hope. In 2020, the program 

expanded to include the distribution of educational resources to support veterans at end-of-life. 

This year, 173 individual booklets were distributed at a total direct cost of $2,388.00 as follows: 

 

 131 copies of Caring for Our Veterans (Quality of Life Publishing) were provided to 

employees of Agape Care of South Carolina and to the nonprofit organization Veterans 

Last Patrol for distribution statewide; 

 6 copies each of When Families Grieve (a Sesame Street childhood grief resource),  

When Someone Dies - Child/Caregiver Activity Book, and After A Loved One Dies (all 

produced by the National Alliance for Grieving Children and the New York Life 

Foundation) were provided to Head Start in the Piedmont region; and 

 24 copies of When Teens Are Grieving (Quality of Life Publishing) were provided to a 

middle school counselor in Greenville County. 

 

Copies of the books entitled Heart Shaped Pickles (Gentle Grief Support for Kids and 

Grownups) and When Teenagers Grieve, as well as Caring for Our Veterans, will be available 

upon request in 2021 through HPCF’s website, and can be ordered in English or Spanish. School 

counselors and other requestors of these materials have indicated that all materials are being used 

both in the families’ homes and in support group settings, which demonstrates that the impact of 

the program goes beyond the individual child or teen and affects their families, friends and the 

community. 

 

Going forward, the Foundation will continue to build partnerships with school counselors and 

professionals that work with grieving children, families, and veterans throughout South Carolina 

to expand the amount and selection of resources provided through this program. In addition, 

links to resources will continue to be curated on the HPCF and Camp Hands of Hope websites. 

 

“You are definitely meeting the needs of the children who have lost loved ones or who are 

dealing with sickness at this moment. Such wonderful resources to provide and assist those who 

are dealing with and going through a hard time. The resources you are providing will give these 

children the support they need. Thanks for all you have done to make at least the process of 

dealing with loss a better way of beginning the healing process.” - Middle School Counselor 

 

 

 


